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Personal Statement: After receiving my Master’s in Social Work (MSW), my first 
job was as a dialysis social worker in Buffalo, NY. It was there that I started my 
passion for working with kidney disease communities and their families, and I 
worked for 13 years a dialysis social worker in Buffalo, NY, Los Angeles, CA and 
Melrose Park, IL. During this time, I became involved in many different kidney 
disease organizations including the ESRD Networks in NY and IL and was part of 
the executive committee for the Council of Nephrology Social Work (including 
beings it national chairperson). Since that time, I have been fortunate to also 
work with the Southeastern Kidney Council, the Southeastern Kidney Transplant 
Coalition, the American Society of Nephrology and am on the board of directors 
for the American Association of Kidney Patients. Working with kidney disease 
patients inspired my dissertation research at the University of Chicago where I 
studied the impact of patient social networks on helping them get kidney 
transplants. In 2008, I left the dialysis practice setting and am now an Associate 
Professor of social work at the University of South Carolina. Much of my research 
looks at how we can help patients, particularly underserved patients, get kidney 
transplants. I am excited to work with this PCORI team to help kidney patients 
understand all of their treatment choices and pick a treatment that is best for 
them.  

Hobbies/Interests: Travel; reading  

Why this project is important to me: As a social worker, I know how important 
it is to learn from the ultimate experts on kidney disease- patients and their family 
members. Doing PCORI research allows us to make sure that the work we do is 
patient-centered and really makes a difference in helping the kidney disease 
community. Having worked with many patients and family members across the 
country, I know that we are not doing the best job in making sure that all patients 
understand what their treatment options are, and that as professionals we can do 
a much better job helping patients. This project can help improve care for 
patients involved in this study, and more importantly beyond just this project to 
the rest of this country.  


