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Personal Statement: I am the Executive Director of the American Association of 
Kidney Patients, which has been in the forefront in advocating on behalf of 
kidney patients and their families for 46 years. AAKP conducts informational and 
educational programs for individuals at all stages of kidney disease, from CKD to 
dialysis including all of its modalities of treatment, and finally to transplantation. 
AAKP is active in many coalitions to promote the life-restoring therapy of organ 
transplantation. I have almost 40 years of experience in working in the renal 
community, originally with the National Kidney Foundation prior to joining AAKP. 
While at the National Kidney Foundation, I created the U.S. Transplant Games, 
an Olympics-style event for all organ recipients, with ancillary education activities 
and programs for recipients, living donors, and family members of deceased 
donors. Over twenty years, the event grew to include over 6,000 recipients, 
donor family members, living donors, and medical professionals, which to this 
day makes it still the largest gathering of organ recipients ever in the world. I 
subsequently was selected to be NKF's first director of its Gift of Life Initiative, 
which promoted organ donation and transplantation under a new, independent 
brand. As Director, I initiated major projects, including the establishment of 
constituent councils for patients, transplant recipients and families of organ 
donors, resulting in over 100,000 advocates and stakeholders for the Foundation. 
My success in creating the U.S. Transplant Games and my work in organ 
transplantation resulted in my being elected to the Council of the World 
Transplant Games Federation in 1995, then treasurer in 1997, and subsequently 
General Secretary in 2004, a position which I still hold. I have served as the 
Chair of the Sport Committee since 1999, as a member of the Executive 
Committee since 1997 and in numerous other capacities.  

Hobbies/Interests: World Transplant Games/World Transplant Games 
Federation (General Secretary)  

Why this project is important to me: Organ transplantation can make such a 
difference in a person’s life. I support any and every effort to increase the number 
of people who are able to receive a transplant.  


